The Gospel according to Matthew

“An Audience of One” - Matthew Chapter 6:1 -8 and 16 — 18

Although the Scribes and Pharisees did many good deeds, they were condemned by Jesus Christ
because their motives for doing such works were not for the glory of God (or even for the aid of
others), but they did their deeds to be seen by men. The works that are approved by God are those
that are done for His glory, from a pure and sincere heart.
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What is the warning of Matthew 6:1?

Matthew 6:1 speaks of “charitable deeds.” According to Matthew 25:35 — 40, what
are some of these charitable deeds?

From a dictionary, define the words “motive” and “warning.”

In the future, the Father will reward works that we have done. Because of improper
motives, some works will be burned and no reward given. Other works will
“withstand the fire” and, therefore, be rewarded. Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.
According to Matthew 6:2, what is the present reward of the hypocrite?

What is the attitude that we should have when doing charitable deeds? (Matthew
6:3, 4)

Not only do the hypocrites love to do charitable deeds, but, according to Matthew
6:5 they also love to do what?

Prayer is supposed to be directed towards God only. Who are the prayers of the
hypocrite directed towards? (Matthew 6:5)

Do you have a “secret place” where you can “get alone” with God? (Matthew 6:6)
What is the promise of Matthew 6:6.

From a dictionary, define the word “secret.”

What types of words does the hypocrite(s) use when he prays? (Matthew 6:7)

God has ordained that we should pray, but He already knows what? (Matthew 6:8)
Along with charitable deeds and prayer, the hypocrite also did what else to be seen
by people? (Matthew 6:16)

How did they make sure that people knew that they were fasting? (Matthew 6:16)
What do you think Matthew 6:17 means?

OF NECESSITY, SOMETIMES OUR CHARITABLE DEEDS, OUR PRAYERS AND FASTINGS WILL
BE KNOWN & SEEN BY OTHERS. BUT, OUR MOTIVE FOR DOING THESE THINGS SHOULD
NEVER BE TO BE SEEN BY MEN, AND TO RECEIVE GLORY FROM MEN ...OTHERWISE WE
HAVE “NO REWARD” FROM OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN.

“The Greatest Deeds Are Done Before An Audience of One.”
“Thy Father Which Sees In Secret Shall Reward Thee Openly.” (Matthew 6:6)
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